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by Hazel Martin, OFS, Regional 
Minister

The Solemnity of All Saints
From the Catholic perspective, 
this solemnity begins the month 
of November. It is a special day 
for us because we believe the 
saints in heaven continually pray 
for us.
Francis tells us in the Prologue 
of our Rule, “All who love the 
Lord with their whole heart, with 
their whole soul and mind, with 
all their strength, and love their 
neighbors as themselves and hate 
their bodies with their vices and 
sins, and receive the Body and 
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and produce worthy fruits of 
penance:
Oh, how happy and blessed are 
these men and women while they 
do such things and persevere in 
doing them, because the Spirit 
of the Lord will rest upon them 
and make its home and dwelling 
place among them, and they are 
[children] of the heavenly Father 
Whose works they do, and they 
are spouses, brothers, and moth-
ers of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
All the Saints of heaven, your 
example of faithfulness to the 
Gospel inspires us to desire your 
prayers. We, the Church who 
live for God on earth, remem-
ber our own participation in the        

communion of saints that is pres-
ent in this world. Help us by your 
prayers to remain faithful to God 
during our earthly journey. 

The National Executive Council 
(NEC) was newly elected on Oc-
tober 13th: 

Minister- Jan Parker
Vice-Minister- Mary Bittner
Secretary- Jane DeRose-Bamman
Treasurer- Claudia Kauzlarich
International Councilor- Awilda 
(“Willie”) Guadalupe
Councilor #1- Josh Molidor
Councilor #2- Dennis Ross
Councilor #3- Donna Hollis

At the direction of the Nation-
al Elective Chapter in St. Louis, 
MO, held in October, I am tasked 
by NAFRA (National Fraternity) 
with the responsibility of dissem-
inating a “statement” regarding 
the issue of sexual abuse in the 
Catholic Church to all Seculars 
and Bishops in my Region. The 
purpose of this statement is to 
publicize a Secular Franciscan 
response to this issue. The state-
ment was written by the National 
Fraternity, which is made up of 
all Regional Ministers, the Na-
tional Executive Council and the 
National Spiritual Assistants. The 
Minister of your fraternity has a 
 

 copy of this statement and will 
be sharing the content with you 
in the near future.

I wish for each of you a blessed 
and enjoyable Thanksgiving.
Hazel Martin, OFS, 
Regional Minister
           T
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I woke up this morning thinking 
about my world.

A person doesn’t wake up one 
morning with a hatred of a per-
son, a place, a political agenda, 
a race, a gender or a religion that 
is so all-consuming that they 
feel compelled to do something 
about it.  A person doesn’t wake 
up one morning and decide to 
go out and kill a multitude of 
unsuspecting people.  They don’t 
wake up one morning and de-
cide to kill a group of students, 
a gathering of concert goers, a 
nightclub full of people, or a reli-
gious congregation.

But sadly, that is exactly what 
they do.  
This hatred of others began 
long before the final act of 
murder.  As we discover more 
about the shooter (or bomber 
or knife-wielding person) we 
usually discover years, or even 
decades, of the indoctrination of 
hatred.  This is the environment 
that they are exposed to.  This in-
doctrination is controlled by par-
ents, families, peer groups (in-
cluding bullies), religious leaders 
and leaders of countries; most 
times on purpose, but sometimes 
as a result of the history or life 
experiences of those “teaching” 
the next generation.

This is a hatred presented and 
learned.  Day after day, year after 
year, they learn by hearing and 
seeing those around them judg-
ing others with their own warped 
sense of superiority.  Bad-mouth-
ing others, protesting other’s 
rights and freedoms, mud-sling-
ing politicians, bullies who are 

allowed to continue to bully, and 
even our gossiping about others 
have a share in this learning to 
hate.

There are times when the men-
tally ill, or those we deem to “be a 
little off”, are pushed to extreme 
behavior by those around them; 
but even then, there seems to 
be an undercurrent of hatred or 
misunderstanding.  They have 
no safe place to release the ev-
er-present thoughts of destruc-
tion in their minds, nor a place to 
be taken in and to be healed.

As these so-called senseless acts 
of violence continue, we as a 
people are learning to be initially 
shocked, outraged, and sad-
dened, but then we go on with 
our lives until the next violent 
act. 

As people of this world, as Chris-
tians, as Catholics, and as Fran-
ciscans what should our response 
be?  

We immediately pray for those 
affected and then we offer up 
thanksgiving to God that is was 
not in our state, or our neigh-
borhood or our Church.  I was in 
Pittsburgh when these killings 
occurred.  But this latest mass 
killing was in my state, and it 
was in my neighborhood.  It 
happened so close to home that 
my daughter who works at Pitts-
burgh Children’s Hospital was 
notified to start emergency pro-
cedures because of a weapon in 
the area.  A youth who was in my 
youth group, now a Pittsburgh  
 
S.W.A.T. officer, was called to the 

scene.
 
How did this hatred begin in this 
man?  A hatred so deep and so 
engrossing that he thought he 
had no choice but to act upon 
his impulses.  How were we as 
a country, a community, and a 
family co-responsible for this act 
of violence?  What part do we 
“own” in this hatred? 

As Franciscans who profess that 
we “with a gentle and courteous 
spirit accept all people as a gift 
of the Lord and as an image of 
Christ”  must take ownership and 
work together with all people to 
end these acts of violence.  We 
must “seek out ways of unity and 
fraternal harmony though dia-
logue, trusting in the presence of 
the divine seed in everyone and 
in the transforming power of love 
and pardon.” 

How many times in our lives do 
we hear disparaging or hateful 
discussions or gossiping?  Do we 
kindly offer up a way to end these 
discussions?  Either by changing 
the subject, or bravely pointing 
out the need to steer away from 
these judgmental attitudes to-
wards each other?

When we witness bullying, even 
in our own fraternities, do we 
stand up for the rights of oth-
ers and offer alternative ways of 
stopping the bullying through 
dialogue or mediation?  Do we 
let certain people always talk so 
much to the point of not hearing 
from the other smaller voices 
around us? 
 
Do we allow others to use prej-
udicial words about other reli-
gions, peoples, or political views 

We are Called From Hatred to Love
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in our midst without challenging 
them to a change of heart, or at 
least to a change to openness and 
dialogue?

Do we need to reflect, contem-
plate and pray for our attitudes 
towards those around us, espe-
cially in our fraternities?

The Pittsburgh shooter had 
years of learning hate that finally 
surfaced in this horrific act of 
violence, as all participants in 
hate acts have.  We need to stop 
being unsuspecting teachers of 
hatred.  We need to be teachers 
of love, teachers of acceptance of 
our brothers and sisters, teachers 
of forgiveness, and teachers of 
justice and peace.

To the people affected by violent 
acts around the world, I am so 
sorry for my part in the hatred.
Kathy Taormina, OFS
October 29, 2018

Secular Franciscan Order Queen of Peace Region 
 Charitable Giving Form

I/We would like to make a tax deductible donation to the OFS Queen of Peace Regional Common Fund:

In honor of:    
- or -

As a Memorial to:   

My/Our check numbered                   in the amount of    
 is included in this mailing, made out to “QUEEN OF PEACE REGION.”

My/Our Name:   

Address:    

City/State/Zip:   
 

Please mail this form and your check to: Treasurer, OFS Queen of Peace Region
22983 W. Martin Lake Drive, Stacy, MN 55079
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..The BEST THING THAT EVER 
HAPPENED TO ME...

 The best thing that ever 
happened to me has been the 
invitation to a “Come and See”. It 
was not a gathering but a coffee 
conversation one on one with a 
lady who became my Formation 
Director, Evalyn Wilson of Holy 
Trinity Fraternity Dubuque, IA 
and two other ladies who became 
my sponsors, Mickey Pheiler and 
Therese Ahern.
These ladies with their Gospel to 
life lifestyle helped me embrace 
Franciscan Spirituality and make 
a conversion that filled the empty 
spot in my life. I am constantly 
learning and changing as con-
version is forever; therefore, 
one must constantly feed ones 
soul. You have to feed and renew 
yourself in order to be of service 
to others.
This past weekend I had the op-
portunity to attend a gathering 
with the Our Lady of Consola-
tion Fraternity, Companions of 
St. Francis and other Friends of 
Francis. Fr. Dan Crosby, from St. 
Bonaventure, Detroit presented 
a series of conferences which 
helped me to rethink holiness 
and mercy using the legacy of 
Solanus Casey, the new American 
Franciscan Bl. Saint. It was truly 
a fomators formation conference.
 It’s not how many rosaries you 
recite in a day or multi prayers 
prayed in layers that makes you 
holy. Holiness is an inside job, 
what you are prompted by the 
Holy Spirit to do from your heart. 
Holiness is being open to receive 
and willing to be grown anew by 
God. Holiness is recognizing and 
believing you are loved by God.

We are wrapped in Mercy be-
cause God loves everybody. There 
are two kinds of Mercy 1) you 
goof up: fail and you need God’s 
forgiveness. 2) You are in a situ-
ation where you are required to 
give mercy. Only by God’s mercy 
do things happen. One who ask 
for and wants mercy must be 
able to give mercy. 
As a formator, one who has 
accepted the responsibility of 
assisting others in making Radi-
cal Changes in their lives, I find a 
need to recharge myself .Speak-
ing from my neck up doesn’t 
show heart. If I am to keep in 
touch with my responsibility I 
must be peaceful, praise and talk 
to God with trust. I found that in 
this past weekend’s sharing.
I appreciate what I have found in 
being a Secular Franciscan. Do 
you appreciate being a Secular 
Franciscan? What do you do to 
recharge yourself as a Francis-
can?
“Blessed be God in all his designs 
in his mercy which is above all 
his work. Only by God’s mercy do 
things happen.” Solanus Casey
I really do believe becoming a 
Secular Franciscan is the best 
thing that ever happened to me.
Submitted by Margi Florence, ofs

Formation
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In 1994 when I was 10 years old, 
my mother professed into the 
Secular Franciscans. At that time 
I had no idea what an impact it 
would have on my life. By time 
I was 16 years old, I knew I was 
called to be more. To be more 
than just another retail worker, 
or student, or daughter. I was 
called to live a life that was not 
always easy, but fruitful. I was 
raised in a very strong Catholic 
family with very good morals.  
 
My mother and father encour-
aged me to be more active in 
the church by attending youth 
group, mission trips, and most 
impactful life events of 3 World 
Youth Days.  Along with others 
my age we attended Franciscan 
Youth (Youfra) gatherings and it 
inspired me and gave me a sense 
of hope.  

The Franciscan Youth (Youfra) 
is the fellowship of young peo-
ple who feel called by the Holy 
Spirit to have an experience of 
Christian life, in fraternity, and 
in the light of the message of 
Francis of Assisi, deepening their 
vocation within the realm of the 
Secular Franciscan Order (OFS). 
They are inspired by the life of St 
Francis of Assisi in responding to 
their Christian calling. 

It was with those experiences 
and the people I met along the 
way that I chose to deepen my 
commitment and to become a 
Secular Franciscan. Extremely 
grateful for my mother’s com-
mitment not only to her frater-
nity, but to her family, she en-
couraged me to become a Youth 
Minister and start the process 

of formation. In 2006, the year 
before I graduated The College 
of St. Scholastica with a degree 
in Theology and Religious Stud-
ies, I made my profession. With 
the new gift of Franciscan Spir-
ituality, I was ready for my first 
ministry job. 

Living as Christ by the example 
of St. Francis flowed in every 
aspect of my life, primarily with 
my job as a Youth Minister. Even 
today, sharing St. Francis’ story 
how he lived and what he did to 
young people is my passion. This 
should be all of our passions as 
Seculars, to share what we have 
learned and how we are to live 
to the youth. By our personal 
witness and love of Christ, the 
young people will take notice 
and want to become a part of 
that.  

As your Regional Franciscan 
Youth and Young Adult Chair 
(FY/YA), it is my commitment 
to motivate and encourage our 
local fraternities to be aware of 
the significance of youth in the 
Franciscan family. I will also be 
the connecting link between the 
National Executive Council and 
the FY/YA within the United 
States and worldwide.  

I ask all of you to share what you 
are doing to enrich the com-
mitment of youth within your 
fraternity. To share ways that you 
are connecting youth to the life 
and love of St. Francis so that I 
may share with other fraternities. 
Remember, we are not in this 
a lone. Through prayer, social 
action, and formation, we are 
called to share the Franciscan 

way of life with all youth whom 
we encounter. With Christ and 
our Franciscan Charism, we will 
create an atmosphere where 
young people will desire to form 
a FY/YA community.
Lori Hinker, OFS
loriannt10@gmail.com 

FY/YA Community
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Birth of a Region
Birth of a Region
In Celebration of 40 years of our 
OFS Rule, we interviewed Carol 
Wolney, OFS, concerning the 
efforts made to move the OFS 
from Friar directed by Provinces 
(prior to 1978) to a self-managed 
Regionalization Order (after 1978 
Rule approved). 

For this interview can you state 
your name, your local fraternity 
and how many years you have 
been a professed member of the 
Secular Franciscan Order?
Carol Wolney, OFS – St. Anthony 
of Padua Fraternity, Minneapolis.  
I have been a professed member 
of the Secular Franciscans for 53 
years. 

Carol, as I understand it, you 
had role in the late 80’s and early 
90’s in helping get our Queen 
of Peace Region established by 
moving from our previously 
aligned Provinces by Friars to 
geographical realignment of fra-
ternities. It took nearly 15 years 
of effort by our brother and sister 
Franciscans, including you, for 
us to Regionalize, organize and 
unify as our own Order of the 
Church.  
 
Can you tell me approximately 
when you began this effort here 
in the Midwest and how you 
became involved? Why was this 
change made? Were you part of a 
local or regional team? 
It happened when I met Richard 
Morton OFS, in 1977 when I just 
transferred to the St Anthony of 
Padua Fraternity in Minneapolis 
(when we were still a Third Or-
der; the new Rule had not been  
established).   

Richard was working on forma-
tion with my new fraternity. He 
had been contacted by the OFMs 
in Sacred Heart Province to work 
with them in setting up some 
structure and organization in 
the US because we were trying to 
blend all the Third Order frater-
nities into one composite body so 
that we could work together.  
I became involved because our 
local Fraternity at that time was 
very large with a young member-
ship largely driven by the Charis-
matic movement at the time. 
 
 Dick Chyrklund OFS, our Fra-
ternity Minister at that time had 
a close relationship with the 
friars and had received requests 
from different friars including 
Fr Ed Sabo TOR and Fr Benet 
Fonck, OFM, to brainstorm ideas 
to unify our Order and build 
relationships between the OFS 
membership and the different 
Orders of Friars and fraternities. 
This resulted in a new Commit-
tee that was formed to begin this 
blending.  I became a District 
Coordinator (the term Region 
came later) along with Dick, Bet-
ty Grenier, OFS, Richard Morton, 
OFS, Kay Pelletier,OFS, Bernice 
Heath, OFS and Tom McGrath, 
OFS.    

What were your most difficult 
hurdles in your efforts to form 
the new District (which has now 
become region)?
The biggest one was nobody 
wanted to change their identity/
charism; there was a real fear of 
change. We also needed to have 
an understanding of what frater-
nities were doing and document 
where our members were located 
because members would trans-
fer in and out and sometimes 

there were no records of where 
members came from and went 
to.  There was also an issue of 
fraternities with no structure and 
the goal was to have a measure 
of standardization across local 
Fraternities.   
 
Everyone wanted to be Francis-
can but there was no real defined 
process.  At that time we were 
“tertiaries” of the Third Order 
which tied us back to Francis; 
the Friars and the Province they 
belonged to gave us our identity.  
Were the Friars in support of this 
District/Regionalization?
Certain Friars stood out and they 
provided support like: Fr Benet 
Fonck, OFM, Fr. Val Messerich, 
OFM and Fr. Ed Sabo, TOR to 
name a few.  Something concrete 
had to happen before people felt 
this was ever going to work.  It 
was largely the efforts of the lay 
people that made it happen.  
Did you travel around the Region 
to accomplish what needed to get 
done? 

The District coordinators had 3 
yearly meetings, spring, summer 
and fall at various locations in 
the country. Most meetings and 
travel for us were within Min-
nesota to meet with fraternities 
and ministers.  We were the MN 
Franciscan District.  
The National Fraternity eventu-
ally decided that 5 states would 
be a part of our region but that 
came later in the 1980s.  
Were the Secular Franciscans in 
this new District/Region aware 
of your efforts? Did you meet any 
resistance? Why? What were the 
issues? 

Yes, fraternities were aware of 
our efforts because we would 
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have many meetings. The biggest 
breakthrough was a convention 
was held over at The University 
of St. Thomas in the early 80s.  
The Secular Franciscans met 
people from the St. Anthony 
Press which opened more doors 
of communication. We were 
constantly looking for ways to 
broaden this effort out. However 
at that time most information 
was communicated by phone…
we made lots of phone calls! 

When we got together as Sec-
ular Franciscan groups, people 
learned that it was beneficial to 
be close to each other and be able 
to meet with other Seculars.  I 
and the others in the District 
team went out to other fraterni-
ties attending significant events 
and professions.  Just showing up 
made a difference in how people 
viewed the idea of regionaliza-
tion.   

Convincing fraternities that there 
was a bigger and broader vision 
for Franciscan living was the big-
gest challenge we had.  

How was the Regional Council 
established from the member-
ship? Was this a difficult process 
to find leadership? Was there 
awareness to what was happen-
ing?  All through this process we 
organized and held workshops 
to standardize the fraternity 
meeting and each of the elected 
positions: Liturgy workshop, 
Secretary workshop, Treasurers, 
Ministers etc. Additionally, Ed 
Shirley, OFS was in charge of 
getting all the fraternities to use 
the same (one) formation: ‘ Fully 
Mature in the Fullness of Christ 
– Fr Benet Fonck, OFM.’  

Our meetings in Oak Brook, IL 
at the OFM retreat center (ap-
prox. 1976 – 1987) with Friars 
and National Minister were the 
impetus that moved us forward. 
It started with the appointment 
of the Regional Minister and 
we went from there. There were 
many Franciscans who were 
aware of those who showed signs 
of leadership.   

Can you point to anything going 
on at the time that helped to 
drive the restructure and unifica-
tion of the Secular Franciscans? 
All things worked together for 
God’s good, because we had the 
Vatican Council in the 60s and 
then the Charismatic Renewal in 
the Catholic Church. Pope Paul 
VI was responsible for Vatican 
Renewal. He got the position 
from John Paul XXIII who was 
a Secular Franciscan.  Once the 
Rule was signed by St. Pope Paul 
VI, in 1978 it became ours; we 
had officially become our own 
Order.   

The Holy Spirit worked in power-
ful ways all the way through this 
effort. It was felt in all the many 
gatherings and meetings with 
the Friars, Ministers and all the 
Secular Franciscans who helped 
to bring about the change.
Did you accomplish what you 
originally set out to do for the 
Region? 
There was no road map to be-
coming regionalized, there was 
only a vision and I believe with 
The Holy Spirit’s help we accom-
plished more than what we set 
out to do.   

What are you most pleased that 
you helped to accomplish during 
your time in that role?  

What surprised you?
It’s so encouraging that there 
are so many Secular Franciscans 
who now understand our his-
tory and how the OFS came to 
be and where it is today. All the 
different fraternity charism’s that 
came with the different Friars 
and Provinces were able to come 
together, blend and became one 
Secular Franciscan Order. It was 
hard work but it is really mar-
velous the phenomenal strides 
made in fraternities, apostolates 
and the like.   

When did you personally feel 
that the goal of Regionalization 
had succeeded?  
About the mid 90s when we had 
all levels of fraternity from Inter-
national down to local providing 
what was necessary for Secular 
Franciscans to meet their full 
potential.  I personally experi-
enced it when I worked with the 
group in Marshall MN who had 
this Franciscan life in a university 
area and they formed compe-
tent leadership and their vision 
was fulfilled.  All the checks and 
balances were in place and there 
were functioning councils.  
“All things work together for 
good to them that love God, to 
them who are called according to 
His purpose (Romans 8)” 
Interview submitted by Mona 
Wolney,ofs
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Father Solanus Casey Fraternity Canonical Establishment September 7, 2018 Duluth Minnesota

Canonical Establishment
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L-R (Front): Kathy Taormina, Regional Spiritual Assistant 
and Provincal Delegate; Deacon Tim Richardson, ofs; 
Colleen Seevers, ofs, Interim Sec. Rose Clack, ofs, Interim 
Minister, Jo Ann Larson, ofs, Interim Treas.; Pat Rickaby, 
ofs, Clara Perlinger, candidate, ofs, Hazel Martin, ofs, REC 
Minister.  
L-R (Back): Tim Taormina, REC Vice-Minister, Cindy Mc-
Carthy, ofs, Judy Muehlbauer, ofs, Kathy
Flansburg, candidate, ofs; Carol Hartneck, candidate, ofs; 
Pat Walsh, candidate, ofs; Esther Reagan, ofs, S.A; Cheryl 
Austin, ofs; Jan Lothert, ofs; Margaret Schrader, ofs, For-
mation Director; Bishop Paul Sirba, Fr. Tony Wroblewski, 
ofs.

Canonical Establishment
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THE COMPANIONS OF ST. FRANCIS 
Secular Franciscan Order of Des Moines, IA 

 

 
November 2018 

 

The Secular Franciscan Iowa fraternities teamed up and had an exhibitor table this year at Christ Our Life Conference held on 
September 29th & 30th.  Seven to eight thousand people attended the conference that was amazing, uplifting, and Christ-
filled. The table was consistently busy with people stopping by to get a glimpse of what Secular Franciscans were all about. It 
was possibly the largest “Come and See” the Secular Franciscans have ever hosted for those to learn more about us or for 
those discerning a vocation. We were represented by San Damiano Fraternity, Marshalltown; St Mary’s Fraternity, Waterloo; 
Holy Trinity Fraternity, Dubuque; and newly emerging fraternity, The Companions of St Francis, Des Moines. Each fraternity 
donated items for door prizes, given away to those who visited the table. We were delighted to meet and answer questions 
with lots of people about the Secular Franciscans. We were very well received, and handed out lots of information. In fact all 
the information we had with us were taken. The Secular Franciscan Third Order is not the best kept secret in the Catholic 
Church anymore. Now we wait for people to hear and respond favorably to the Holy Spirit calling them to the Secular 
Franciscan Order. We look forward to Christ our Life Conference in 2020.  
 
Respectfully submitted: Linda Murphy, OFS  

The Companions of St Francis Fraternity Des Moines, Iowa                         

 

Formation Director 
Merritta Florence 

515.371.4609 
margiflo32@gmail.com 

 
Minister 

Jeanette Sperling 
515.279.2313 

jeanettesperling1@gmail.com 
 

Monthly Gatherings 

We gather together on the third Saturday 
of each month at the Basilica of St. John, 
1915 University Ave., Des Moines. 
Gatherings begin with Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
followed by breakfast, morning prayers, 
Gospel reading and reflections, and on-
going formation. 
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It was with great joy that The 
Companions of St. Francis-Des 
Moines, Iowa, newly emerging 
fraternity, recently celebrated the 
20th Anniversary of Profession 
for Merritta “Margi” Florence, 
OFS. A Profession renewal cere-
mony was held during the regu-
lar 10:30 a.m. mass at the Basilica 
of St. John-Des Moines (home 
base for The Companions) on 
Sunday, October 7. Margi origi-
nally made her Profession on the 
Feast Day of St. Francis in Octo-
ber 1998.
Prior to the renewal of her Pro-
fession, the congregation was 
able to hear of Margi’s dedication 
as one who has truly lived a Gos-
pel life and the spiritual charism 
of our Rule. They were told how 
over time she has served on the 
councils of several fraternities 
and in recent years served as the 
Queen of Peace Regional Forma-
tion Director. Margi has traveled 
thousands of miles (as Region-
al Officers generally do) each 
year to oversee and monitor the 
official three-year formation of 
aspiring members and encourage 
the healthy ongoing formation 
of fraternities throughout our 
region.
A reception was held for Margi 
in the church hall afterward, and 
also gave The Companions an op-
portunity to provide information 
about the Secular Franciscans to 
congregation members. It was a 
very good day!
Congratulations, Margi, and 
thank you for your faithfulness 
and hard work! Blessings and 
peace.
 

Celebrated for Margi Florence
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Left to right: Julie Stern OFS, minister, Shirley Delfs OFS, 
treasurer, Cindy Gonsolly OFS formation director, John Eg-
new OFS vice minister, Rita Hayes OFS secretary, Elaine Upah 
OFS, Counselor at large 

From left to right:  Martha Rodriguez (Council Person); Ste-
phen Pastick (Minister); Richard Sorenson (Vice Minister); 
Mary Kay Ficks (Formation Minister); Mary Schubert (Trea-
surer); Faye Howell (Council Person); Mary Schultz (Secre-
tary).

Marshal Town Iowa Election

Saint Leonard Election
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Holy Trinity Election
Holy Trinity Fraternity Council, 
Dubuque, IA, was elected on 
 October 21, 2018.  
(Left to Right)
Jeremy Jones, Vice-Minister; 
Shirley Seeley, Secretary;
Hazel Martin, Formation  
Director;  
Linzy Martin, Minister; 
Sr. Nancy Miller, osf, SA;  
Ron McAuliffe, Treasurer

L-R:  Janet Hyk, Marcia Finnerty, Connie Lacher (Minister), Mary Holtz, Paul Thomas,  
Linda  Penniston, and Edith Daniels.

St Cloud Fraternity Elections
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Professions St. Mary Fraternity, Waterloo, IA

Rite of Profession, November 11, 2018 St. Patrick Parish, Clear Lake, IA
Delores Marzen (left), Katie Williams (right)
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(Left to Right)Kate Osterman- Formation Director Melody Taninies- SA  
Delores Marzen- newly Professed Katie Williams- newly Professed Barbara Brown- Minister
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Tau Shalom Newly Forming Group Professions 

The Mass took place in the San Damiano Chapel at Viterbo University, 
LaCrosse, WI, on September 24, 2018.
(Left to Right)
Front Row: Josh Weatherford; John Ott;  Peggy Dubois; Kevin Dubois; 
Br. Conrad, ofm
Back Row:  
Charlie Peters; Emilio Alvarez

Tau Shalom Newly Forming Group



“Bless-
ed are 

the poor in 
spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.  Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they will be shown mercy.  Blessed are the clean of heart, for they 
will see God.Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children 
of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteous-
ness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you [falsely] because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you.
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If you have anything to put 
in the Tracings. Please send 
it to Alan at alanweierofs@
gmail.com 
Thank you.

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 

Minister

Hazel Martin, OFS
 yankeefan50@outlook.com

Vice Minister

Tim Taormina, OFS
 tjtaormina@delta.com

Secretary 
 
Mona Wolney, OFS
 anomyenlow07@gmail.com

Treasurer

Kathy Fraser, OFS
 44frase@gmail.com

Formation Director

Margi Florence
 margiflo32@gmail.com

MN, WI, ND, SD Council Member

Jo Lambert, OFS
lambert.jo09@yahoo.com

IA Council Member

Keith Gass, OFS
 kgcorner2010@gmail.com

NE Council Member

Luis Alvarez, OFS
 lalvarez62@yahoo.com

Regional Spiritual Assistant

Kathy Taormina, OFS
 kathysfo@hotmail.com
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